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A Happy New Year to all our Readers! 
 
It‟s been a funny one, again.  I wonder if 
there‟s ever a year which doesn‟t have a 
bit of everything in it… 
 
But here we are again, another one down, 
and it wasn‟t so bad.  We aren‟t war torn, 
disease-ridden or dying of a curable 
disease for want of generic drugs.  We 
haven‟t had an earthquake and we don‟t 
have poisonous snakes.  Pretty lucky, 
really.  Quite possibly the luckiest people 
on the planet - we who live here, in the 
south west of a democratic country, with 
free health care, freedom of speech, 
education for all, clean water, as much 
electricity as we want (well, except on 
Christmas Day…), supermarkets, choice, 
choice, choice.  And living in Kenn just 
makes it more perfect. 
 
So, lots of  good things will just keep on 
happening in the New Year.  And the 
Festival will be the icing on the cake.  
Perfect. 
 
I‟m going to bang on even louder about 
the Nestle boycott next year, no 
apologies.  Not even to my favourite 
people, not even to the ones who like 
Smarties.  Give them up.  You know it 
makes sense. 
 
You‟ll note the absence of our Singapore 
Story this month - but watch out for news 
of how Megan spent the end of 2009 next 
month. 

 
Very few pictures this  month.  I have no 
idea why that should be.  Perhaps it has 
something to do with the piles of bottles in 
the recycling bins… 
 
This will never do.  I will endeavour to get 
back to full pictorial status next time.  I‟ll 
be getting it all prepared from Abu Dhabi, 
which will be interesting, so the sooner 
you can let me have your copy, the better.  
And the longer I‟ll have to look for a 
picture to go with it. 

Hazel 
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Down on the Farm 
 
Very wet weather all through November made it very difficult for animals outside, but thanks to the 
very mild weather it did not affect them greatly. 
 
The early lambing ewes have got on with it much earlier than normal, without too much hassle as it 
has been so mild.  Jeff Naish has had 400 lambs born before the 1st December outdoors with very 
little trouble. 
 
Fortunately the very mild weather has kept the grass growing and the ewes have been producing 
plenty of milk.  If lambs have plenty of milk in the early weeks of their lives they never look back. 
 
The trade for lamb is buoyant, and the prospect of lamb making high prices in the spring is good. 
 

Ray Naish from Southmead Hospital 
  
PS  Whilst lying in bed in hospital, I am entertained all night long by a male Tawny Owl. Of course, 
around the hospital there is a lot of tree cover.  I have not heard the female yet. 

From Southmead Hospital, Christmas Morning  
 
In last month‟s News and Views I wrote about John Locke who disappeared without trace in the 
early 1900s from Kenn.  Around the same time a lady also disappeared from Kenn without trace. 
 
This lady, Martha Coles, lived with her sister Prue in what was called Slaughter House Cottages on 
the top road near where the car sales are now held.   
 
Prue was described as of weak intellect or not zackley.  She did work for Nellie Arthur and his wife, 
also known as Nellie, who ran Kenn Pub when it was called “the Rose and Crown” under the licence 
of Cornelius Meeker Arthur. 
 
One day Martha decided to go to Clevedon to do some shopping.  On her return journey she was 
seen by a Kenn man Mr Fred Avis sitting on Stone Bow which was the bridge that crossed the old 
River Kenn.  Martha spoke to him as he cycled by going home to dinner; she said she was having a 
rest.  Stone Bow has now disappeared under the motorway bridge.  Martha had her shopping with 
her. 
 
Mr Avis was the last person to see Martha - from that point she completely disappeared and was 
never seen again.  The river was searched from top to bottom but no trace was found. 
 
Some while later someone found her apron caught up in a bush near the outfall at the mouth of the 
River Kenn. 
 
Poor old Prue was left destitute but Mr and Mrs Arthur took her into their home at the pub and 
looked after her until she died almost 30 years later. 
 
I remember seeing Prue, a little tiny lady dressed in black helping behind the bar at the pub in Kenn. 
 

Ray Naish 

Best Wishes to Everyone for the New Year from Ray, Jean and the Naish 
family 
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Thank You 
 
Now that the old year has ended, I‟m quite sure that the whole village would like to say a sincere 
and collective “Thank You”. 
 
To say thank you to those villagers, who, behind the scenes, and without fuss or reward, give of 
their time, effort, and sometimes expense, to make this village so special. 
 
Included would be the whole of the Parish Council; the Church Wardens; the amazing Altar Guild  
ladies who clean and dress the church; everyone who gives the time to host a monthly coffee 
morning; those who devised and produced the Parish Plan booklet; those who look out for and visit 
the sick and lonely; those who help to keep the village clean and tidy; those who supplied and 
planted the spring bulbs; and, of course, this magazine - those who edit it (past and present) and 
those who contribute to it and distribute it.  It does exactly what it says on the tin - it‟s our news and 
views. 
 
Of course there are many others not mentioned who do many other jobs and chores on our behalf 
for the village and we thank them, too. 
 
Taken altogether, they really make Kenn, our village, the gentle and kind place in which it is our 
pleasure to live. 
 
So, we thank you all, and a very Happy New Year to Everyone!! 
 

Cliff Edwards 

A BIG THANKYOU 
 

The flurry of activities around the approach to and Christmas itself is a strong reminder to us all 
what a remarkably lively village community we have. 
 

It seems not that long ago we were enjoying the Harvest Supper in our Hall.  Now we have had the 
Senior‟s Tea Party, Carols Round the Tree, followed by the Carol Service in Church on Sunday 20th, 
and the special Punch and Mince Pies morning at The Willows on Saturday 19th.  The Children's 
Tea Party on Tuesday 22nd in the Hall and on Christmas Eve the lovely and moving Crib Service. 
 

There have been other events throughout 2009; a Cheese and Wine evening to launch the Parish 
Plan, (see my letter of thanks in the November N&V); our monthly Church Room Coffee Mornings, 
the Village Market each month which goes from strength to strength (we have more people 
requesting tables than we have space for at times - we need an extension on the hall!!);  our 
monthly Village Lunches; we always seem to find a reason to hold one or two barbecues during the 
summer… 
 

The list is pretty impressive and we thank everyone who makes it all happen. Their hard work and 
commitment are truly much appreciated.  The "Team Kenn" are on the look out for and would 
welcome new members, with new ideas, to help with or take over the running of some of the busy 
programme.  We understand a new team will be taking over the organisation of the Harvest Supper 
2010. 
 

The money raised for different charities is also considerable and no doubt put to really good use by 
those charities supported.  All of you give yourselves one great big pat on the back. 
 

We are now looking forward to the "Kenn Festival" in June 2010, to be a great village event. 
 

John Griffin 
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KENN FESTIVAL PARTY 29/01/10 
 
Book the baby sitter, cancel the evening out at the pub, put on your thinking cap and come 

to the next big party in Kenn.  
 
We provide free drinks, together with cheese and biscuits and all you have to do in return is to come 
to the meeting with your ideas, enthusiasm and offers of help for the extravaganza to be held from 
25th to 27th June2010. 
 
We are determined to have a truly memorable Kenn Festival, but this can only happen if the 
community is really behind the venture. We want to involve as many people as possible, so please 
come along, enjoy yourselves and sign up to this fun event. 
 

For more information contact 

Marianna & Robin on 340323 

Village Banner 2010 
 
As part of the Kenn Festival 2010 it would be lovely if we could organise a village banner consisting 
of images showing  as many houses in Kenn as possible.  
 
Each house would be represented by a small panel roughly 6 inches square and then sewn 
together to form one great banner which could be up to 6 feet square.  I envisage the finished work  
being  shown at village events and being a permanent historical record of Kenn in the year 2010. 
 
If you are interested in getting involved we would like each individual panel to be 6” by 6” (with a 1” 
unfinished border for sewing onto the backing).  Your finished panel can be presented using any of 
the following techniques:  tapestry, appliqué, embroidery or if you have any other suggestions 
please contact me. We will also need volunteers to sew the church, pub and village hall plus any 
other communal areas.  I will be at the launch party on 29th January so we can discuss this further. 
 

Val Maloney, Mead Cottage, Duck Lane. 01275 872434 

Guess the Villager 
 

Last month it was, as Angela spotted, Hazel 
Limage looking like butter wouldn‟t melt… 

 
So who‟s this 
g o o d - l o o k i n g 
chap?   
 
Ans wers  to 
Hazel, Robert or 
Margaret. 
 
Photo prepared  
by Robert - 
many thanks 
(again!) 
 

We lost the windmill, but we can immortalise 
Kenn‟s other buildings - let‟s get stitching! 
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KENN FESTIVAL 25th - 27th JUNE 2010 
 
As you have no doubt already read in the Kenn News and Views, we are planning this festival to 
make it a memorable event for our community. 
 
There will be a beautiful Flower Display in the Church, a "Scarecrow Trail" for every household to 
take part, an "Historic and Interesting House" trail with booklet and a Banner showing some of the 
properties in Kenn. The Rolls Royce Club will have some of their exotic cars on show and there will 
be many more displays of interest. 
 
On the Friday evening the W.I. will hold a "Cheese and Wine" event in the Church, so we may enjoy 
the Flower decorations. 
 
On Saturday we will have the market in the Hall and also other displays, Ploughman's lunches and 
Cream Teas. In the evening there is to be “Kenn‟s Got Talent” concert to show off your talents. 
This is open to any age so come and show us what you can do. On Sunday there will be Cream 
Teas in the Hall along with all the other events that are going on and in the evening we will have 
"Songs of Praise " in our Church to round it all off. 
 
As you can see it is going to be a busy, family packed weekend for everyone to enjoy and be 
involved. 
 
All proceeds will be divided among different Charities. 
 
There is to be a "Cheese and Wine Festival Preparation” evening in Kenn Hall on Friday 29 January 

at 7.30 pm, so come along and bring your ideas for a truly village fun event and great weekend. 

Grace Griffin 

Kenn Festival 25th — 27th June 2010   Historic House Tour 
 

Please fill in this form and either put it in a box in the Village Hall Porch or at The Limes, Kenn Moor Road 

Alternatively email the reply to heather.brain@limesbb.co.uk  
 

Your name……………………………………………….. 
 

Name and address of  the property………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Telephone number………………………………………. 
 

E mail address………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

I am willing / unwilling for my house to be used in the Kenn Village Historic House Tour. 
 

I need help to research the history of my building Yes / No  
 

Volunteers needed: 
 

 I have lived here a long time and I am happy to help newcomers research who previously lived 
in their house. Yes / No 

 

 To be a road representative in either Kenn Street or Kenn Road (mainly just collecting forms 
and checking we have all the information we need) Yes / No 

 

 To open for coffee or afternoon teas on one of the festival dates. Yes / No …………………… 
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Parish Plan final update (late because the wretched editor took her eye off the ball….Ed) 
 

It was great to see so many of you at the publication of the Parish plan celebration and, judging 
from the reports of slight hangovers, you all enjoyed the evening.  I am sure the other committee 
members appreciated you all turning out in such dire weather and on the 13th too.  I had hoped that 
our District Councillors and local Police representatives might have been able to attend, but they are 
busy people and it was short notice.  Liam Fox took the time to send his apology, see copy 
attached. 
 

I would like to thank everyone that has 
served on the committee over the last 
couple of years - Mike Bell, Barbara Dyer, 
Ray Granger, Caroline Holden, Robin 
MacKay and Lise Wilcox.  Particular 
thanks to Ray, his writing and editorial 
expertise contributed so much to the final 
result. 
 

Thanks also to everyone in the Parish 
who replied to our questionnaires, 
attended meetings, gave encouragement 
and expressed their views.  Without you 
the task would have been impossible. 
 

Well, the committee‟s job is now almost at 
an end, just some final financial and 
admin tasks to do (meeting to be 
arranged).   
 

I am sure I mentioned at the celebration 
(well I think I did, can anyone remember?) 
that the Parish Plan is supposed to be a 
living document.  There are two aspects 
to this: 
 

Firstly the action plans need to be 
followed up and I will be contacting those 
who volunteered to organise these 
shortly. Some actions can only be 
followed up at Parish or District Council 
level and I would urge you in the first 
instance to support the Parish Council by 
attending their meetings.  There are opportunities for members of the public to speak and the 
meetings are often attended by our District Councillors 
 

Secondly we need a small group who would be prepared to take over the plan and keep it updated 
and added to.  I would not imagine this to be too onerous, at least not for a couple of years.  If you 
are interested, contact me or another committee member.   
 

Finally you will all be aware by now of the proposed extension to the National Grid the outline routes 
for which are currently out for public consultation.  The Parish Council has been asked to arrange 
for a representative from the National Grid to attend a meeting in Kenn so that villagers may be able 
to express any concerns regarding impact on our Parish. Anne Holtham is trying to arrange a date 
for this and hopefully she will receive confirmation in time for publication in this Kenn News. 
 

Robert Down 
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KENN WOMEN‘S INSTITUTE 
 
Mrs. Griffiths came to our December meeting with her two Finnish Lapphunds, Fritz and Rudi.  She 
is an inspirational speaker and in a very unassuming way told us about her „Granny Trek‟ from 
Lowestoft to St. David‟s Head in Wales.   Altogether with the various sponsored walks that she 
joined on her way she covered 600 miles.   All the money that she raised was given to the 
Children‟s Hospice South West.  She is still continuing to raise money with talks and further Granny 
Treks and, to date, has raised more than £200,000.    
 
During the year WI Members do something for a chosen charity.   As a result of the talk the choice 
for 2010 was the Children‟s Hospice.  Woolly hats, gloves and good clothing will still be collected for 
the Mission to Seafarers. 
 
Christmas had arrived already and in the beautifully decorated Village Hall cards and presents were 
exchanged.  Members are indebted to Hazel for the post-box that she has manufactured for us.  
Delicious mince pies were also served. 
 
At the January meeting Mr. Dobson will deliver a talk call „Observational Odes‟.  If you would like to 
join us to see what it is all about do please come along.  Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Ann Holtham 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
  
The debate about the proposed National Grid Hinkley Point C connection was as lively as expected.  
There were a good number of parishioners present and all seemed to have been to one or other of 
the presentations given by the National Grid.  It was considered that the National Grid exercise was 
not a proper consultation at all just a question of fulfilling its required obligations.  No-one should 
have to choose between the options offered and there should have been information on all other 
ways of making the connection with comparative costings.  National Grid is to be asked if there are 
any 106 type agreements for parishes directly affected and for information about the rules on the 
distance dwellings must be from a line and the exposures that are considered acceptable. 
  
The carol singing was a tremendous success.  It was a dry cold evening and lots of people came.  
The trumpeters do make a difference.  It is so good that they were able to come.  Thanks also to the 
providers of mulled wine and mince pies.  A collection was made for the Children‟s Society. 
  
The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Monday 1st February.  All parishioners are very 
welcome.  There is an opportunity to raise any issue that is a problem. 
  

Ann Holtham  

Meanwhile - I have to thank everyone who has helped me in my first few months of magazine cub 
reporter.  Robert is especially wonderful, but I think we knew that.  All of you work very hard to get 
articles to me on time, and are very patient when space, time or incompetence delay the publication 
of your labours. 
 

Please keep your questions (and answers) coming, your history facts (and fictions) and your news 
(and views).  Here‟s to bigger and better magazines in 2010! 
 

January printing may be late - Margaret is away and I will be jet-lagged - but we’ll do our best!! 
 

Hazel 
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THE VILLAGE MARKET 
  
The last market of 2009, our special Christmas one, had a festive feel and lots of bustle as well as 
mince pies and tinsel. The stallholders did a roaring trade and there were lots of new faces on the 
buying side of the tables. 
 
The profits from the November and December tables and refreshment sales will go to Crisis at 
Christmas. 
 
The amount raised was £106. 
 
Lois Webb's bric-a-brac table in aid of The British Legion has raised the amazing total of £160 over 
the last three months. She wishes to say a huge thank you to all who supported her. 
 
We hope you will continue to visit the Market in 2010, starting on January 23rd.  
 

Joyce 

Welcome To The Thole Family 1 
  
Hi, Eloise Gale here! I would like to welcome the Thole family to Kenn.  They moved into 'Apple 
Acre' on the 3rd of December.  Sarah and Steve Thole have 3 children, Katie, Ben and Joe.  Katie 
and I go to Clevedon School and I am really pleased that it will be a lot easier to see each other out 
of school now she doesn't live a car journey away.   

Welcome to the Thole Family 2 
 
Our super neighbours Rene and Deryk Bell have reluctantly had to leave Kenn.  We wish them all 
the best in their new home in Sandford. 
 
Now we have new neighbours, Sara and Steve Thole with their three children Katie, Benjamin and 
Joe.  We extend a very warm welcome to them all and hope that they enjoy living in Kenn as much 
as we always have. 
 

The Papasolomontos Clan 

Deryck and Renee Bell  
 
have left Kenn to live in a sheltered home in Sandford due to failing health. 
 
In the 32 years that they had lived in Kenn Renee had done much for the Church - she had been 
Churchwarden for 18 years, overseeing many big improvements.  During her time there a new floor 
was laid and a new roof was installed. 
 

Deryck had been a school teacher during his working life and was at one time deputy head of QEH 
school in Bristol. 
 

We wish them both well and improved health in their new home. 
 

Ray Naish 

And from the Sunday School Scripture Exam: 
 

Noah‟s wife was called Joan of Ark. 
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PUNCH, PIES & COFFEE MORNING AT 'THE WILLOWS' 
   
On Saturday 19th December a highly successful morning was held at 'The Willows'.  It was 
attended by villagers, a large number of members from Clevedon Ladies Evening Group and friends 
from Clevedon and surrounding area - all who gave generously to the Raffle and Tombola.  Those 
who had other commitments on that day and could not attend donated monies in advance. 
  
John and Marlene's grand-daughter Lauren ran a special competition to guess the name of an 
eskimo.  This was won by Mrs Audrey Mogg who successfully suggested the name KOKO (this in 
eskimo language is Chocolate). 
  
A beautiful Christmas Cake made by Mrs Irene Stowell was auctioned and sold at the grand sum of 
£20.  Thank you auctioneer! 
  
Special thanks must go to the regular band of helpers who made and served coffee, tea and punch 
together with mince pies and sausage rolls and at the end of the morning, washed up, cleared 
away, etc. etc.  Also to the people who manned the door, organised and ran the raffle and 
tombola.    Not only did they all help but also donated sausage rolls, raffle and tombola prizes - what 
would we do without them!  Our thanks must also go to Wendy for her very special raffle prizes - all 
of which she kindly donated. 
  
At the end of proceedings a princely sum of £550 was raised and this has been distributed to the 
Kenn W.I.Charity - Mission for Seafarers;   Clevedon Ladies Evening Group Charity - Air Ambulance 
and a small donation to the Kenn Flower Festival 2010. 
  
Our thanks go to all who supported the event - we hope you all enjoyed the morning. 
  
A Very Happy New Year to all. 
  

John and Marlene Arney and Irene Stowell 

Senior Citizens in 
Kenn Hall for the 

Annual Knees-Up. 
 

Thanks to all the 
helpers - you know 
who you are - who 
made the day very 
special for the older 

generation. 
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Useful Numbers: 
 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     

    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

On the twelfth day of Christmas 
 

 - as usual the Andrewses will be holding a 
party at Cherry Tree House and invite anyone 
along who want to end the festive season with 
them. 
 

The event is on 6th January and starts at 
7.30pm.  We‟d love to see you there. 
 

John and Celia Coffee Morning in the New Room 
 

The coffee morning on the 3rd Saturday (16th 
January) will be held by Jane Staples and her 
daughter Jo in aid of a cancer charity. 

Kenn Women‘s Institute 
 

Kenn Village Hall, 13th January, 7:30pm 

 
  

 

The Village Market in January 
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 

January 23rd 10:00am till midday. 

Recycling - 6th and 18th January 
 

Green Waste - 12th January 
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BIRTHDAYS - JANUARY  

  
2nd  Olivia Court  
8th  Cliff Edwards   
13th  Abigail Smith 
14th  Rebecca Brain 
15th  James Hayzen 
16th  Fred Fenwick     
18th  Mike Callow is 80 years old today!! 
26th  Elijah Stowell 
30th  Mike Smith 

Kingston Historical Society Meeting  
on Saturday Feb 27th  

at 7.30 for 7.45pm  
at Kingston Village Hall  

at which Paul Gregory will be giving the talk  
all about the WC and P Railway 

Free to Good Home - Piano  
 

Would anyone like an elderly upright piano 
suitable for a beginner?   

Phone Wendy 877923 

Attention Moor News Readers 
 
 

If you haven‟t paid your 2009 subscriptions yet, 
could you let your distributor have them as soon 
as possible. THANKS  
 

Likewise, if you are not currently receiving a copy 
of Moor News, and would like to, please contact 
either Margaret Ball or your distributor. 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 
 
ALTAR GUILD ROTA  January 2010 
 

Mary Willcox and Jane Staples 
 
 

A huge thank you to all who help to keep the 
church gleaming and  flowers fresh throughout 
the year.   
 
Ideally we would like THREE PEOPLE for 
each month so if anyone would like to help out 
with the church cleaning and flowers then 
please contact me.  It‟s a really 
companionable way to spend an hour - and 
very, very much appreciated! 
 

Marianna 01275 340323 
 

PS: for our flower arrangers - it has 
become evident that John Andrews can‘t 
cope with lily pollen... 

We did not fly our flag at all in December… 
 
...which is both really good (no half masts) and 
oddly disappointing (no big occasions).  If you 
could find it in yourselves to organise some 
knees-up type japes so that the flag can have 
an airing during the winter months we‟ll be 
more than grateful. 

 
The Chuch Tower, on the other hand… 
 
...was lit on December 2nd in memory of Ruth 
Dyer and Winnie Hazell; 
 
for the Carol Service on the 11th,  
for Evensong on the 20th; 
 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in  
memory of John  and Grace‟s parents; and 
 
On New Year‟s Eve!! 

It‘s January – and what must we do? 
 
F  ind the flies! 
L  ook in the loft! 
I   nspect the outhouse! 
E  xamine the barn! 
S  uck „em up in the vacuum! 

 
And the prize for finding them? –  

A „plague-free‟ summer. 

 

Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these 
local newspapers  

are freely available in the bar of the  
Drum and Monkey 
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Kenn Crib Service 2009 
  

Following the success of last year's Nativity Play, the children, young and old, constructed a script 
which accommodated children of all ages, sizes and abilities. 
 
For those villagers who couldn't make it, you missed a treat. As usual, the Crib Service was, for lots 
of folks, the real start to Christmas. Thanks are due to EVERYONE who made the afternoon so 
special for us. 

Julia Bush 

Christmas Day Service at Kenn 
 
The Family Communion Service at St John's was attended by a goodly crowd, including a 7 month 
old Snowman and a tiara clad Princess (grandchildren of Rev Preb John and Cecilia Andrews), 
several other small children and their presents, and some welcome visitors. The morning was cold, 
but the sun shone through the windows, lighting the beautiful Christmas decorations including the 
Advent Ring, which suddenly turned into an Advent Inferno, rapidly extinguished by quick thinking 
bystanders. John's sermon was inspired by the contents of his Christmas Stocking, and gave us all 
plenty to think about, after which the congregation smartly dispersed with lunch in mind.  
 

Julia Bush 

Thank You Thank You Thank You, 
 

For all the lovely cards welcoming us into the village.  We still have a lot to do but we feel very 'at 
home' Tim and Julia Bush, Quercus , Kenn St 
  

'At Home' 
On Saturday 23

rd
 January Tim and Julia (Bush) will be 'At Home' from 2pm, to 

any one who wants to come and look round 'Quercus' 

 
Coffee Morning at the Drum 
 
At the beginning of the month quite a few villagers turned up at the Drum for a coffee morning, 
organised by Rosemary and Graham to get to know us. 
 
Those of who partook had a super time - the coffee was excellent!!  We sat and chatted - it was 
really most convivial!  I think it was disappointing for Rosemary and Graham that more Kennites 
didn‟t come and have a look, but it‟s been an odd time - perhaps things will take a while to get back 
to normal.  It was a lovely gesture and we did appreciate it. 
 
PS - several of us have eaten at the Drum since then and have been served on time with very good 
food.  Enough said! 

Carol Service  20th December 
 

Despite the cold, a goodly crowd attended Kenn Church for a traditional service of Lessons and Carols.  
The church looked beautiful, with arrangements in every window and on the pulpit and altar. The service 
was very enjoyable and a lovely start to Christmas Week, but we did miss Ray Naish, who is usually 'in 
charge'.  

Julia Bush 
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SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2010 
 
1st Sunday 3rd  THE EPIPHANY  WHITE 
   (THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS) 
8.00am Holy Communion at Claverham   
8.00am Holy Communion Kenn   
9.30am Family Communion Yatton     
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve   
11.00am Family Service Kingston Seymour    
6.00pm Epiphany Carol Service Yatton  
 
2nd Sunday  10th  THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST WHITE 
   (THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY) 
8:00am Holy Communion Yatton   
9:30am Parish Communion Yatton  
9:30am Holy Communion Claverham  
11:00am Trinity Praise  Cleeve  
11:00am Holy Communion Kenn   
6:00pm Evensong Kingston Seymour  
6:30pm Holy Communion Cleeve  
 
3rd Sunday  17th  THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY WHITE 
8:00am Holy Communion Claverham  
9:30am Parish Communion  Yatton   
9:30am Holy Communion Cleeve  
11:00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour   
2:30pm Holy Baptism at Yatton ~ Jake Gerrard Missen  
6:00pm Evensong Kenn  
 
4th Sunday 24th  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY  WHITE 
    
8:00am Holy Communion Yatton  
8:00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour  

9:30am Parish Communion Yatton   
9:30am Holy Communion Cleeve   
10:00am Family Service  Claverham  
11:00am Family Service Kenn  
2.30pm Holy Baptism at Claverham ~ Ava Louise Sanderson  
6.30pm Ecumenical Taizé/Iona Service  
  for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

 
5th Sunday 31st CANDLEMAS WHITE 
 (THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY) 
8:00am Holy Communion Kenn  

10.00am Team Communion Yatton   
6.00pm Evening Plough Service Cleeve   
 

HOLY DAYS IN JANUARY  
 
Wednesday 6th January – Epiphany 
10am Holy Communion Yatton 
11am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour 
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The Nativity, St John‘s, Christmas Eve 2009. 
 

The Nativity in Kenn this year was excellent. Five young people, Rosie, Jenny, Robin, Rebecca and 
Ella worked together developing ideas and characters to produce a memorial Nativity.  The girls 
crafted a nativity from the point of view of the innkeepers. They finely balanced irreverent humour 
between the innkeepers with the solemnity of the first Christmas.  
 
Robin was an overworked innkeeper while her husband, played by Rosie, was more interested in 
his newspaper  than in events unfolding in Kenn Street, Bethlehem that night.  Rebecca H was a 
diligent Angel Gabriel relaying messages from heaven to humans.  She also sang a solo.  Ella also 
sang a very moving solo, she was a caring and concerned Joseph.  Jenny was a serene Mary.   
Ann, Nathaniel and Millie were rustic shepherds and Matthew and Bethany played regal, if not 
surprised, Kings to find the newest King born in a stable and not in a castle. 
 
The magic was overseen by a host of heavenly angels who looked absolutely gorgeous.  They were 
Drew, Polly, Anouk, Romilly, Jemima, and Rebecca S.  
 

Thank you to Jo Manning who played the music for us and lent her expertise in production; Rosie‟s 
friend Jamie, who lent us her keyboard; John B for opening the church and heating it up for our 
rehearsals; Julia B for sorting out the costumes and Jo T for ferrying around the keyboard and the 
extras who turned up to play supporting roles.  
 

And next year?  Jo and I are already on the case! 

Caroline   
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Mum‘s the Word for Vicar 
 
To be a member of a mums' group you usually have to go through the pain of child birth.  But the 
mavericks at Kingston Seymour Mothers' Union have broken the rules - by accepting a male Yatton 
vicar. 
 
Reverend John Andrews has joined the previously   all-women Christian movement and says his 
family have started to notice the change already.  The grandfather of two, aged 62, said: "My 
daughter reckons I must be expecting twins, but I think that's just because I'm getting old and fat.  
"My family are used to me doing 
silly things like this, but I haven't 
turned into a proper mum yet. 
 
"The main thing is that I can give 
love and support to all the 
mothers." 
 
Rev Andrews could be the only 
male member of the movement, 
which has thousands of members 
across the world. 
 
But members of the group say a 
common vicar stereotype may be 
the real reason behind his joining. 
 
Jackie Harris, of Yeobank Lane, 
joked: "He approached us to ask 
if he could join to give us support, 
but we think he's only in it for all 
the cups of tea.  "They say vicars 
like to brew up and we have a lot 
of warm drinks here, so that must 
be it.  "He's a father and a 
grandfather as well, but I'm sure 
he will develop into a wonderful 
mother." 
 
Rev Andrews celebrated his 40th 
wedding anniversary with Celia, 
aged 68, in November and says 
she supports the unconventional 
move.  She said: "He a 
grandfather, and played a full part 
in bringing up his two children, so 
his fatherly instincts are good, so 
I see no reason he couldn't fit in 
with them." 
 
The 14-strong group holds monthly meetings in which they give each other guidance and discuss 
fund-raising efforts. 
 

Grateful thanks to the Weston and Somerset Mercury for this extract about our Rev Preb. 
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BROADBAND 
 

The Broadband service in Kenn appears to range from poor to nearly non existent. It was raised 
several times during the Parish Plan consultations and I have been approached since by several 
people who feel that they require a better service. 
 
I propose to raise this matter at the next Parish Council meeting in order to start a process to 
pressurise BT or whoever to improve the service to our village. This will involve lobbying BT and 
other service providers probably involving our MP and local authority. So please come to the 
meeting on Monday 1st February in the Village Hall and lets get a campaign started. 
 

Robin Mackay 340323 

Broadband speeds 
 
At the risk of creating the most boring paragraph to have ever made these pages,  I thought that the 
following might be of interest to others who suffer poor broadband speeds in Kenn.    I recently 
invested the post-and-packing on a free “broadband accelerator” from BT.   This little device plugs 
into the phone “master” socket.  Because I have treated this socket with due reverence, it has not 
been tampered with for the thirty-odd years or so since the bungalow was built and needed to be 
changed to a modern socket in order to take this device.  I won‟t describe the chain of telephone 
conversations that set this up …..but in changing the socket the engineer disconnected the “bell-
line” which apparently is no longer required by the digital system.  The net effect has been to 
increase download speeds from around 1 Mbps to 3-4 Mbps.   I can‟t tell whether this is due to 
disconnecting the bell-line or to incorporating this “broadband accelerator” but the difference is very 
welcome!   By the way ours is a 34…number.  I‟ll stop now !! 

Colin Bedford 
 

PS - Hazel bought an accelerator from BT (about  £5) and plugged it in - it disconnects the bell-line and stops 
interference.  She noticed the improvement straightaway, especially in the download time of large 
documents. 

Village Precept (and what to spend it on) 
 
When the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting are published, you'll see that an application to 
increase the precept was voted through. 
 
If all goes according to plan it will give the Parish Council another £1000 (of villager‟s money - it 
comes back to us out of the Council Tax, or something….)   
 
The Parish Council now needs to know what the village would like to spend the money on.  The 
money is for use by the village for the village, so please start thinking.  Mention your ideas to any 
Parish Councillor, send them to me at Bram Rigg or drop them in to Margaret at Chaseside.  We‟ll 
publish everything we receive. 
 
At the meeting itself the notion of actually winning the Village of the Year award was mooted.  
That gets my vote - the Parish Plan gave us a foundation and the Festival will show that the 
required co-operation and ingenuity are alive and kicking.  The extra money might make all the 
difference. 
 

Anyway,  who cares what I think?  It‟s what the village thinks that matters, so if you could get 
thinking it would be brilliant. 
 

Hazel 
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CARING AT CHRISTMAS 
 
My estate car was full to overflowing with clothes, blankets, shoes, food and donations all destined 
for the Caring At Christmas night shelter in Bristol. Having at last found someone with a key I was 
able to unload all the things so generously donated by the people of Kenn and surrounding area. 
We also donated £1230 to help the shelter to go on providing a refuge for the 150 approx homeless 
people who regularly attend the shelter at Christmas. It gives a place of warmth, safety and 
camaraderie as well as providing much needed food and rest for individuals who live on the margins 
of society. 
 
Thank you to all the people who contributed to this years appeal. 

Robin Mackay 

CAROLS ON THE GREEN 
 
What a wonderful evening we had. After weeks and weeks of rain we were blessed with a lovely  
night, crisp and dry. Nearly 100 people turned up to see the Christmas Festivities get under way 
with the lights on the Christmas Tree being switched on after the traditional countdown.  We 
welcomed back the Duck Lane Brass Band, superbly led by Andy Hicks, who provide such a brilliant 
musical accompaniment to our Carol Singing. They have made such a difference to this annual 
event, we are all VERY grateful for their enthusiasm and musical prowess. A BIG Thank You from 
all of us. 
 
We sang about 20 carols enthusiastically ending with the customary O Come All Ye Faithful. What 
with the mince pies and mulled wine everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves.  A collection 
was taken for the Children‟s Society and raised £203.11. 
 

Robin and Marianna 
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The Pylons – Stephen Spender 

 
The secret of these hills was stone, and cottages 

Of that stone made, 
And crumbling roads 

That turned on sudden hidden villages. 
 

Now over these small hills, they have built the concrete 
That trails black wire; 
Pylons, those pillars 

Bare like nude giant girls that have no secret. 
 

The valley with its gilt and evening look 
And the green chestnut 

Of customary root, 
Are mocked dry like the parched bed of a brook. 

 
But far above and far as sight endures 

Like whips of anger 
With lightning's danger 

There runs the quick perspective of the future. 
 

This dwarfs our emerald country by its trek 
So tall with prophecy: 

Dreaming of cities 
Where often clouds shall lean their swan-white neck. 

Pylons 
 
I came across this poem recently and it seemed to be topical. Spender shares the same anxieties 
about pylons as many people in Kenn, Nailsea and Yatton.  The Landscapes of „stone‟, „cottages‟, 
„villages‟ and „emerald country‟ are marred by the vulgarity of the pylons. This is a beautiful poem 
juxtaposing natural structures „the green chestnut‟ with the mocking „pillars‟. This poem was written 
around 1933, 76 years ago and it is still fresh today. 
 
I have to admit this is not my own opinion. The bigger pylons need not go in our or anyone else‟s 
back yard. Collectively we could consume less electricity and not create the demand for the new 
pylons. My bigger concern is what are we going to do with the nuclear waste generated by 
producing more electricity? The debate goes on.   
 

Caroline Holden    

From the church newsletter (no, not ours) (we hope…): 
 
If any of the congregation have children and don‟t know it, there is a nursery downstairs. 
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Weston, Clevedon and Portishead Light Railway 1 
 
I have now had an opportunity to see the book by Peter Strange - the WC&PLR - A Pictorial Record 
- and I am pleased to say that my recollection of the photograph of a coal train being pushed 
towards Clevedon from Yeo Wharf is spot-on. 
 
However…..my memory of the caption was quite the opposite.  It says (in a previous caption to the 
photograph of Yeo Wharf) “coal being unloaded for use on the line”.  Presumably this was mostly for 
the locomotives, so I think it‟s Bob Ford,1 : Me, 0! 
 

Trevor Riddle 
 
 
(the editor has unearthed the caption in question, and prints it, with its picture, below.  Acknowledgements to Peter 
Strange). 
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Weston, Clevedon and Portishead Light Railway 2 
 
 
Geoff Marchant asked Paul Gregory (the man who knows everything about the history of our local 
trains) to get in touch with me about the delivery of coal via the Wick Jetty from South Wales to the 
Clevedon gas works.   He says: 
  
The wharf was one of Col Stephens' money-making ideas, it being built around 1913.  Coal was 
certainly brought in from Wales by small sailing ketches but the unloading facilities were primitive. 
Only 4 wagons were allowed on the jetty at one time, and locos weren't allowed on it at all.  Either a 
small steam crane or the boats' own small derricks were used to offload.  I believe that most of coal 

for the gas works was brought down the Portishead branch line 
which had a connection at Portishead to the WC&PR. 
  
Col Stephens bought a ketch called Lily which could only carry 60 
tons, and another was used called Sarah which had double the 
capacity. When you consider the treacherous crossing in a small 
sailing vessel and the winding Yeo, it seems likely that the other 
route would more often be used. 
  

 Huge thanks to Paul for this - any more correspondence will be 

gratefully received.  Ed 

 

 
―Food for Thought‖: A True Story for the  ―Miss Heard Collection‖ 

 
A slightly(?) deaf friend of mine and his wife were invited to a Mayoral Banquet by his sister-in-law 
who was Mayor for a year in a nearby seaside town. Once seated at the dining table, the guests 
were being asked by the waitresses as to what their choice of dishes would be. My friend‟s wife 
noticed that her husband was having some difficulty, and when the waitress had gone away he 
leant over towards his wife and said, “What is that waitress on about? Why does she want to know 
my religious persuasion?” “Whatever do you mean?” asked his wife. “Well, she kept asking me if I 
was a Presbyterian” he said. “No she didn‟t!” replied his wife, “She simply asked if you were a 
vegetarian!” 

 
       Geoff Marchant 

 
 
 

Addendum to the ‗Bread-box Bird-box‘ article in the Dec. 2009 News and Views. 
 
We noticed in early December that the little wooden perch on the nearside of the box had now also 
gone missing, and a closer inspection showed that the edges of the holes at both ends of the box 
had been chewed, as though something was trying to enlarge the holes. We assumed this must be 
the squirrel from the nearby woods who often pinches peanuts from the bird-feeder next door and 
hides them by digging holes in our lawn and burying them (only, unwittingly, to have them stolen 
immediately by vigilant magpies). However, a few days later we noticed what appeared from a 
distance to be two woodpeckers inspecting the nearest hole. We wonder now whether they are 
responsible for both “alterations”, but so far we have no proof of this. 
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Bird News 
 
The early part of winter has been generally quiet 
bird-wise, buy with the onset of cold weather and 
snow in the east of England that may be about to 
change. 
 
My star bird for the month was a Pomarine Skua, 
a large piratical sea-bird that spent ten days at 
Chew Valley Lake following the late November 
gales.  Skuas chase other seabirds and harass 
them to disgorge their food.  This one simply 
caught and drowned Common Gulls (one each 
day) to sustain itself.  The fishery manager said 
that 30,000 gulls roost on the lake every night so it 
was a surprise that the Skua left - presumably the 
call of the ocean was too strong. 
 
Once the rain stopped we were able to get on with winter bird surveys and Bullfinches and 
Kingfishers have been recorded in good numbers.  Redwings and Fieldfares seem to be at average 
levels and Little Grebes have arrived on the larger water bodies. 
 
The surveys also reinforced John‟s point about the value of hedges.  Hedges provide a place of 
safety as well as food and even remote pieces of hedge on the local moors all had birds around 
them. 

 
A few Redpolls have been reported including some 
at garden feeders, but Siskins are currently absent 
or scarce.  Most of the Lapwings seem to form 
large flocks at favoured sites but a few were on 
Congresbury Moor with a couple of Snipe and the 
YACWAG pair of Barn Owls on the 17th.  Less 
impressive, but perhaps more notable, was a loose 
flock of over 60 Meadow Pipits there. 
 
A superb male Bullfinch has been coming to our 
garden feeder but I have not seen a Blackcap this 
winter and I would  be interested to hear of any 
sightings. 
 

Trevor Riddle 
01934 835208 

 Lesser Redpoll (Carduelis cabaret) 

Pomarine Skua 
(Stercorarius pomarinus) 

A Bit of Bird News from the Green 
 
All the Long-tailed Tits are back from wherever they‟ve been.  There‟s never just one or two, always 
a dozen or more on the feeder.  We have trouble keeping up with them… 
 
On the green a pair of Redwings has been scavenging happily for several days.  And on the way to 
Worle today I saw more Lapwings than sticks could be shaken at - I often see them on the Kingston 
Moors.  That‟s all. 

Hazel 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 257 2010 

23 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 257 JANUARY 2010 

24 

 

 

Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


